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But the wait may be worth it. The indle band rings In Its third album in nine years tonbght at the Echo.

Sy Scolt Timberg, Los Angeles Times Staf Wtar
Eeaptambar 24, 2008

O the long kst of indie bands that deserve widaer hearing - Quasi, the Ladybug Transistor, tha
Clientsle - sits the Mew Year, a midd-mannered group whose songs begin as reflective, melanchohy
odes and transform themaelves into chiming cathedrals of sound.

The group's sefl-tiled new album has just hit stores, and they are sat o appear tonight a1 the Echo,
They're that rare band whose songs each fesl completely realizad — which they cught to, since this
is only the third record the Mew Year hag released since its inception in 1589,

"1l wag talking to 3 Spanish intervawer,” soft-spoken singer-songwriter Matt Kadane, 33, said frarm
Ithaca, H.Y., where he works as a history professor, "And his English wasn't very good, and he
asked, ‘Are you detallistic or are you just lazy? "

Thiz New Year grew out of a critically acclaimed 'B0s Dallas
1 band Bedhead, which Kadane and his brother Bubba
founded. Bedhead was tagged a "sic-core” group: Ifs been
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1 rule of a flat stomach: described as sort of what Mew Order or Galaxie 500 would
| cut down 8 1bs of stomach fat in 1 sound like if they used no reverb or effects.

mionth by coeying this 1 tiny rule

Wi TiSeurcs. tom Tha original style, Kadane sald, came from playing in a

, ; Velvel Uindergraund-inspired exparimental band with future
¥ slomach flattaning mels Dixie Chick Martie Erwin {later Maguira] on ki

Cut down 2 Ibs of stamach fat every

11 days by obeying this TUMy MUle | =gy yer richbly laft us for the Dixde Chicks,” he allowed
R “We wanted 1o find 2 way to produce that sustained tone of
it's Amaziag” - by Jam the fiddle or viala. The best way we could do that was to
Hear lhe bet new single by Jam n combine guitars, 1o st build chards from threa differant
Sex & lhe Cily. Lslen now! guitars.”

Jememus k. netfis tan

| Hadane admits the understated, texhire-based formuls
hasm changed all that much: ®1 still feel like the tampos we

lock inte are the right ones. | never say, ‘Bedhesd was a slow band, We want this to be & fast band.’

Still, in a rave review of the new record, the Al Music Guide  describes the Kadane boys as
becoming mona expansive this time cut: "The Mew Year,” wrota Tim Sendra, “feels more song
based with & richer, more arranged sound and & punchier riythm section. . . . 8 barely harmnessed
power that fills up a room,”

That power mostly comas from reduction. "The New Yaear” resembles the other Kadane brothers
productions in that it includes no false bravado, no distractions. no extra notes.

*I think about things in erms of negation,” Kadane sald. "l Hsten for things that bather me and try 1o
regate them. In a string of eight notes, there's always ona that's wrong. And with each layver you ask
yourssf the same quastion.”

Sounds Bloodiess, right? But on a song like the peignan and majestic "Saven Days and Seven
Mights," it's clear how much emational energy this minimalist aesthelic can summan,

Crespite the supposed siowness, Kadane says, his old band's membership to hard-core label
Trarce Syndicata taught them they had fo step it up when playing out. A forgeRd 2005 four with the
devastating {and now-defunct) band  Sikwarr(band) proved that the Mew Year has leamed that
lesson wall.

“Wetve tever wanted to be quiet live," Kadane said. "Three guilarists can make a lot of sound, and
It feeds good Lo do that"

lam a Student.
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